[The influence of infected mothers on their children's immune response to filariasis].
To investigate the reason for broad clinical spectrum of filariasis among the people in the endemic area, and to know the effect of infected mothers on their children's immune response to filariasis. We measured the specific IgG and IgM antibodies in the sera of women and their 1-10 year old children, and maternal and umbilical cord, including Mf cases and control subjects by using IEST. The positive rates of IgG in the sera of women with Mf and their children were 91.4% (53/58) and 65.5% (38/58), and those of the control group 28.6% (34/119) and 24.4% (29/119). The positive rates of IgM were 81.0% (47/58) and 20.7% (12/58), and those the control group 11.8% (14/119) and 10.9% (13/119), respectively. Also, the positive rates of IgG in the sera of women with Mf and their infants were 91.7% (22/24) and 75.0% (18/24), and those of the control group 20.2% (19/94) and 16.0% (15/94). The positive rates of IgM were 70.8% (17/24) and 8.3% (2/24), and those of the control group 10.6% (10/94) and 3.2% (3/94), respectively. Whether the mother infected with the disease or not, the acquired immunological tolerance and resistance to the disease in their children might not be affected.